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EDITORIAL 

A sincere appology is offered to everyone who has been awaiting the 
arrival of this newsletter. As the months have gone by, it must have 
been clear that S.A.A.B was experiencing administrative difficulties, 
and that has indeed been the case. For that reason, all subsciptions 
will run until four issues of "WILD TIMES" have been received. 

As you will notice this issue has a different lay-out to No,l. This is 
due to a lack of facilities for the time being, although future issues 
will hopefuly be produced on a more proffesional level. 

On a more optimistic note, I would like to draw attention to the 
increase in media coverage of the hunting issue over the 1992/93 
season. More importantly the nature of the coverage is worthy of note, 
with a succession of lengthy articles instead of the usual sensational 
two column-inch pieces. This has been S.A.A.B's first real 
contribution, backing up the hard graft of saving lives in the field 
with publicity work, which ensures at least some kind of balance in 
press reports. 

To reiterate S.A.A.B's problems have been administrative. The main 
work of stopping bloodsports has been continuing unabated and 
tremendous strides have been made in a relatively short period of 
time. All Scottish press now know our name and approach us for our 
oppinions and ideas on all bloodsports issues. Our message is now 
getting across in an articulate and precise manner. More importantly 
however, is that the foxhunts and other bloodsports protagonists are 
also more than aware of our existence and they don't like it! 

We intend to increase the momentum in the future until the day when we 
can say that our existence as Scottish Action Against Bloodsports is 
no longer necessary. We all hope that this day will be sooner rather 
than later but we also realise that it will take a lot of work from 
everyone who cares enough to join S.A.A.B. "WILD TIMES" is an 
important aspect of our infomation dissemination. Hopefuly we are now 
over our teething problems but please contact us if you feel you can 
offer advice or skills on any aspect of S.A.A.B. 


LETTERS 

Hopefully forthcoming editions of "WILD TIMES" will feature a regular 
letters page, this in turn will give everyone an input to the 
newsletter as opposed to a limited few. 

We feel that the letters page would be an important means of 
communication between people who have the same objectives in mind. 

If there is something you feel strongly about please get it down on 
paper and send it in as soon as possible. 

SCOTTISH ACTION AGAINST 
BLOODSPORTS 

P.O. BOX 63 STIRLING FK8 1YT 






GROUP 

NEWS 


AYRSHIRE 


'Like many other groups,sabs from Ayrshire were left scratching 
their heads during the cubbing season when no movement was det¬ 
ected at the kennels for the first three weeks in September.We 
later discovered they had altered the Saturday hunt to the 
Friday to avoid us.It wasn't until November that we confronted 
them with the help of Strathclyde sabs and the first four meets 
were different from anything we've ever experienced.A new tactic 
was the presence of "agents of the land-owner" who followed 
our most experienced sabs everywhere they went,attempting to 
man-handle some off public rights-of-way as well as "private" 
land.This ended when we alerted local papers who printed front- 
page pieces alleging "Hunt hire ex-army men to hound sabs".One 
up for us! 


Despite sab-free cubbing the initial hunts have been well sabbed. 
Huntsman Guy Sanderson is back to his old routine of galloping 
off with half his hounds to evade sabs while the other half are 
left in mid-cast.Major incidents of the past four weeks include, 
UHeavies attempting to damage our camcorder at the entrance to 
Master Quarm's estate by mobbing two lone sabs. 

2) A sheep attacked near Stewarton as hounds ran through a flock 
of ewes on a scent.Sabs filmed the stricken animal trying to walk 
with two damaged back legs.The farmer involved made a scathing 
attack on the Eglinton's attitude of "we'll go where we please". 

3) Lawyers from both sides are currently involved in a battle 
over allegations made by the Master in the'heavies’ 

article that sabs deliberately attempt to draw hounds onto busy 
roads.More of this to come. 

Funds are low at the moment but several enterprising money-making 
ideas are under way.Our main problem seems to be the willingness 
of people to sab but less enthusiasm for fund-raising,stalls etc. 
Thanks to the determination of the "regulars" the group continues 
to act as a thorn in the arse of the Eglinton!' 


BORDERS AND EDINBURGH GROUPS - '92/93 SEASON 

This seasons start marks the second year of continuous hunt sabotage 
in the Borders by the two groups. 

Borders & Edinburgh groups started in August with some Saturday pre¬ 
dawn visits to the Duke of Buccleuchs kennels at St. Boswells, to 
hopefully catch the start of cub-hunting season. Hunt staff 
concerened for our well being as ever came out to assure us that cub¬ 
hunting didn't exist. Well not on Saturday mornings when we waited by 
the kennels anyway. 

September and into October meant our attention switching to the 
various hare hunting beagling festivals in the North of England, and a 
cub hunting meet of the Dumfriesshire foxhounds at a meet near 
Lockerbie. 













Our next visit to the "D. of B." coincided with their opening meet on 
Wednesday 21st October, a very early start to the season, could it 
be they wanted to start with out us? A good day was had by 
fifteen saboteurs with no kills despite hounds raising three 
separate foxes. Our best intervention came late in the day when a 
fox was chased from Kippielaw mains, across the A699 towards the 
Eildons. Hounds were stopped by saboteurs at the Bowden turn off, 
on the B6359 with horn and voice calls, then held safely in check 
until the huntsman and field turned up some minutes later. 

Realising how selfish we had become, November and December saw our 
attentions divided between three foxhunts. With visits to the 
Berwickshire, Jedforest and the occasonial D. of B. meet. 

Saboteurs in fine style saved a fox by stopping hounds in full cry at 
a Kelloe mains meet of the Berwickshire Foxhunt. The huntsman tried to 
lose his band of foot following saboteurs early on by crossing 
Blackadder Water, but we can put up with wet feet. Another good day 
was had at the Berwickshire from an Easter Cruicksfield meet despite 
atrocious weather in the morning. Some judicious hornblowing and 
voice calls resulted in saboteurs taking half the pack of hounds up 
Cockburn law whilst the huntsman was the other side of the Whitadder 
up Stoneshiel hill. This curtailed afternoon hunting as he strove to 
call back his hounds. Other Berwickshire meets visited included; 
Charterhall airfield, Foulden Hill and Ecclaw, again at all no foxes 
were killed. 

We renewed our acquaintance of last year with the Jedforest 
Foxhunt on two occasions. The meet from Dolphinston proved to be a 
highly successful day for us. In the morning hounds were called out 
of a wood just south of the meet. After this the hunts main concern 
seemed to be keeping control of the hounds with saboteurs hot on their 
heels from Sunside Townfoot to Pennymuir. Again hounds were taken 
away from their task later on, this time from the Roman camps south of 
Pennymuir to Plenderleith, where unfortunately the road ends and the 
car travelling hornblowers had to relinquish control back to the hunt, 
after a few pleasantries were exchanged. This day finished with some 
hunts persons faces as red as their jackets. 

Late December saw us back in action at the D. of B. foxhunt. The meet 
from Holydean near Bowden was again a successful day for both us and 
the fox. Hunt supporters were later to have alleged to say that 
saboteurs kept appearing everywhere throughout the day, and that was 
with only twelve of us present at the hunt! Towards the end of the 
day a pursued went to earth in Carrotfield Plantation near the TV mast 
at Linden. Two saboteurs with the hounds ensured the fox was left in 
peace by standing over the earth and preventing a dig-out or a bolt of 
the animal. 

Most of Boxing day was spent by the side of the A68 on Soutra Hill 
when mechanical gremlins struck the Edinburgh groups minibus, and 
despite both groups attempting to fix it nothing could be done. New 
Years Day saw us bounce back. We started the day in Selkirk Square 
handing out leaflets and finished it south of Hartwoodmyres where the 
mounted field and car supporters were treated to a masterly display of 
hornblowing. This time with a difference when of our female members 
took it in turn to call hounds out of Huntly Covert and up around 
them. 

January, and most of our activities were again on the D of B foxhunt 
The two meets from Whitton Edge and Morebattle saw the hunt covering 
some difficult terrain for footsloggers. Sheer determination and a 
good fitness level meant we stayed near to the huntsman and hounds, 
despite the windy conditions which at times were strong enough to blow 
people of their feet. Again when saboteurs were present no foxes were 
killed. 





February continued in the same vein with most of our attention given 
our to the D. of B. foxhunt. The Holydean meet on the 20th was again 
successful for the saboteurs and the fox. This meet is becoming one 
of our favourites. The last Saturday of the month was spent south of 
the border just west of Carlisle, when we joined up with Cumbrian 
saboteurs to visit the Cumberland foxhounds. 

As for March and onto the end of the season, we could be anywhere in 
the Borders. We would like to thank the many people in the Borders 
who have wished our members well in our activities, and also thank 
them for the donations we have received to help our cause. We will of 
course continue to follow the country code whilst in the fields, moors 
and woodlands of the region when after the hunt. 

"FRIENDS OF REYNARD." A.K.A. "The Borders Duo" 


CLYDESIDE GROUP - '92/93 SEASON 

Lanarkshire & Renfrewshire foxhunt, cubhunting season finished 
virtualy sab free. As with most groups this was no fault of our own 
as the hunters proved to be very elusive. On the one occasion they 
were sabbed there was very few sabs in atendance that day. 

The L+R held a pre-season meet at Hill of Beith near Gateside which 
was for the purpose of showing pony club members "The joys of 
foxhunting."This day also saw some quite frustrating incidents with 
our friends from Strathclyde police. One of which was to block us in 
the road when the hunt moved off. Another being the huntsman cracking 
his whip inches from a sabs face which resulted in the sab being 
charged with assault and B.O.P.(Trial pending.) 

One week later was the first meet proper from Houston house. This was 
also an eventful day with Ayrshire sabs in attendance for good 
measure. Some good voice and horn calls kept hounds from scents from 
the very fist draw and for most of the day. Later in the day the sabs 
nice shiney van was badly dented in two places by a riders stirrup . 
When the police were approached about this incident all they were 
interested in was charging a sab with B.O.P for blowing a horn. This 
charge was later dropped and the horn returned. 

The rest of the season, as with other groups, meant following the 
hound trailer from the kennels at Houston to the meets. This also came 
under scutiny from the boys in blue. "Puting the huntsman in a state 
of fear and alarm, constituting a breach of the peace",we were told. 
Despite being stopped on numerous occasions whilst following the hound 
trailer, only three days sabbing were lost (one day due to the van 
breaking down.) The only kill witnessed this season was a chop at 
Neilston Pad on the day of the Commore meet. This in turn led to some 
rather heated exchanges between sabs and the master of the hunt. 

Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs also linked up for hits with groups from 
Ayrshire, Borders, Edinburgh, Fife, Stirling and the recently formed 
Dumfries hunt sabs. 






STIRLING GROUP NEWS. - Season 92/93 


The new season got off to an uneventful start with cubhunting at the 
Fife F.H. They started late due to the weather, then spent a 
considerable amount of time avoiding the sabs 7th November, hunting 
from Cunnoquie Mill, the hunt was in for a rather nasty surprise. When 
the first two coverts were drawn, a large group of sabs (from 
Stirling, Aberdeen + Fife) held the hounds up while a fox made good 
it's escape. 

Obviously disgruntled, the hunt decided to leave the sabs behind by 
heading up to the wood on top of massive Balmeadow Hill. Half way up 
the hounds found a fresh scent, but they also found the second large 
group of sabs who had been waiting on top of the hill. It only took a 
few minutes for the huntsman to lose his entire pack, leaving the 
field twiddling their thumbs for quite some time. When the Fife hunt 
are under pressure like that, they only seem to know one response; get 
the police to bring charges for horn-blowing or similar complaints. 
One sab was charged that day, two the following Saturday. 

With numbers like those we had on the 7th Nov, the Fife hunt is really 
an easy target, but when the numbers are low they have been coming 
uncomfortably close to a kill. Hunting from Hilton House in particular 
was a very close shave. Huntsman Michael King took the hounds a long 
way along a road only to turn and bring them back up a long hill. Sabs 
had guessed his intentions and slogged up the hill just in time to 
come between a rapidly tiring fox and a pack in full cry just 30ft 
behind. The fox reached it's earth safely whilst the hounds ran on to 
the scent of a fresh fox in the same wood. When this fox reached the 
edge of the wood it turned sharply back in while the hounds overran 
the scent and kept on going. 

At Lindores on the 5th December, sabs saw over a dozen foxes during 
the day, none of which were caught. 



One man and and hia dogs: Fite Foxhounds whipper-in Paul Young with two ol his best trlends, Artful and Fantail, at yesterday's publicity launch In 
Perth ol the Game Conservancy Scottish Fair which will be held at Scone Palace in the first weekend of July. Picture edwaho jones 














LEGAL FEATURE 


UNLAWFUL ARREST 

The sab is bundled into the van waiting on the 
road, with his arresting officer. By now the 
annoyance of getting arrested is turning into 
bolshiness. PC2 sets it off: 


PC2: 


Should h»ve behaved yourself. 


solicitor gets on to you. 

PC2: Yeah? I'm worried. 

Sab. Teah. He's veil good, he'll sue you 
and get me lots iff money. 

In the station PC2 says lo the custody officer: 

PC2: This character's gonna sue us. Geoff. 

Sgt: Oh aye? What's your name son. 

Perry Mason? 


but he knows well < 
statement about the incident, and is eventually 
released without charge. On the whole, 
everyone's cheerful: although the hounds 
marked to ground, twenty sabs reached the 
earth in time to prevent a dig-out: 



1) Although the arrest 
unlawful (for instance, the sab was 

he was being arrested for), by t 
it the van he gave the police the 
opportunity to get their stories straight. The 
police version of events is: 

PCI warns the sab to stop blowing the horn, 
or he'll be arrested under Section 5 of the 
Public Order Act. The sab continues blowing, 
running away. PC2 arrests him. with the 
words Tm arresting you for blowing that horn, 
under Section 5 of the Public Order Act." 

The PCs are lying, but the court believes 

2) Because the Custody Sergeant was aware 

everything went exactly by the book. 

| Custody Officers are often lazy, sloppy. 

| ignorant or malicious and the Custody Record 



If anyone has any legal questions about 
unlawful arrest or anything else, please write to 
I me c/o the HSA. PO Box 1, Carlton. 
| Nottingham NG4 2JY. 


’’WHAT’S YOUR 
NAME THEN, 
SUNSHINE?" 

GIVING YOUR DETAILS TO 
THE POLICE 

r years the HSA has 
the blanket advice that 
never give your name 
to the police unless you 



There are circumstances, however, 
when failure to provide your name 
and address (but not your date of 
birth) can be grounds for an arrest. 

The Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act 1984 ("PACE") deals with the 
police's power to arrest someone 
without warrant (ie. without going to 
a Magistrates Court to obtain a 
warrant - hardly likely at 3 o'clock 
on a Saturday afternoon). 

Where an "arrestable offence"is 
concerned, a police officer can arrest 
anyone whom he/she reasonably 

suspects of committing that offence. So if the police believe that you have committed an 
arrestable offence and they ask you for your name and address, they can arrest you - whether 
you give them the information or not. Frankly, I think it is very unlikely that they would be 
standing there asking you for your details if they really did believe you'd broken the law. So I 

rould refuse to give your details. 

The situation which presents difficulties, and which is far more likely to occur, is when an 
officer believes that you have committed a "non-arrestable offence" - for instance. Section 5. 
(Section 5 is nor an arrestable offence in itself - it becomes one if you continue lo behave in the 
’offending" manner after having been warned). 

So what are the police powers here? Under Section 25 of PACE an officer may arrest you 
(for a non-arrestable offence) if he/she reasonably suspects that you have committed such an 
' you have failed to supply a satisfactory name and address: ie: you have given 


m either no details at all or 


to face th 


season, but I can provide a few pointers: 

/) Do the police really suspect that you've committed an offence, or are they just after vour 
J 't? 

e the police within easy grabbing distance? If not. leave 
3) Do the police really want to arrest you? If there 's one cop and 12 sabs. I'd refuse to give 
my details. Even if the officer arrests you. the other 11 can carry on sobbing unhindered 
Are you going to be storing up trouble for the future by co-operating? (I've always felt that 
the police operate very much like the school bully: the more they think they can get away with. 
>re nonsense they'll try). 

5) Does your local force have a habit of passing on your details to the terriermen? If so. 
refuse. 

6) What lime is it? If it's I0J9 am and the meet is at 11.00 am. the police almost certainly 
> n't believe that you've committed an offence: they're gathering information, or they're 
tsting your time. 

couid go on. but I won't: the key is to use your common sense and don't let the police bully 
you. Personally, 1 would never give my details to the police, as a matter of principle. But it s a 
complex issue, and I hope that this article has made it a little clearer! Remember that the police 
have no power to detain you unless they have arrested you. Remember also that none of the 
problems outlined above will arise if you keep clear of the cops all day! 


The above is an article by the HSA legal officer, which you may have 
seen before, as you may already be aware, some of the points raised 
therein, for example section 5 of the public order act, have no 
relevance in Scottish law. This in turn begs the question. Where do we 
stand north of the border? 

Up until now when sabs do have to deal with the forces policing hunts 
it's a question of playing it by ear. this does not always prevent 
subsequent charges arising agaist indiduals within the group. 

Therefore, the legal issues connected to hunt sabotage in Scotland 
need to be addressed in order to protect ourselves individualy or as a 
group. 

Anyone interested in doing some research for a legal fact sheet, or 
actualy acting as a legal officer for the Scotland area, please get in 
contact Via the P.0 Box. 










CAMBRIDGE 

bG Saturda y 3rd A Pril saw the tragic and premature 
death o f Thames Valley sab, Tom Worby at the end of season meet of the 
Cambridgeshire F.H. 

The following week. Sat' 10th April a memorial rally was held at 
Parkers Piece, a park near the centre of Cambridge, as a mark of 
respect to the young saboteur and to protest against the increase in 
nunt violence. 

Sabs were present from most groups throughout the U.K (Approx 500) 
with sabs from Edinburgh, Borders and Clydeside representing S.A.A.B. 

The day started with one person reading statements and tributes from 
other animal rights groups, then various speakers talking about hunt 
violence and other dubios hunt activities. The message throughout the 
day was to stay calm and don't be provoked. This proved to be good 
advice when a known member of the Fitzwiliam F.H graced us with his 
presence. His intention being, to agitate people at the fringe of the 
crowd so as to record it on video and use it for their own cheap 
propeganda. Thankfuly everyone was aware of this mans tactics and did 
not rise to his bait. 

Even with the heavy police, media and hunting fraternity presence, all 
of them no doubt expecting trouble, the day passed without incident or 
arrest. At the end of the day there was a debate in a hall nearby 
concerning ways of combating the upsurge of hunt violnce which is 
becoming all too frequent. 

W £ rt 5 P ° inting out at this stage that although the hunts 
North of the Border are not always as violent as those in England or 
wales, sabs in Scotland do occasionally get assaulted by members of 
their respective hunts, plus threats of violence and abuse are 
commonplace. Therefore it should go without saying that everyone who 
goes, or intends to sabbing should stay within a group and don't let 
yourself get into a situation where you are alone and vulnerable to 
attack. 
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I have just found out that the Bank of Scotland operate a Mastercard 
that donates money to the British Association for Shooting and 
Conservation. (B.A.S.C.) I have an account and a mortgage with the 
Bank of Scotland and bloodsports are complete anathema to me. I 
detest them so much that I sabotage foxhunts. I am not a violent 
anarchist punk with hair that changes colour weekly, (a myth put about 
by the hunting fraternity) instead I am a peaceful, green activist, 
radio A and 3 listener. I have never hit a hunter but have been hit 
and threatened on many occasions. 

I find it very offensive that my bank takes side in a controversial 
issue. I do not suppose that you would issue, as a matter of fairness 
and balance a similar card for the likes of me, that supports a rival 
organization be it the Hunt Saboteurs Association, Scottish Action 
Against Bloodsports or The League Against Cruel Sports, even Greenpeace 
would be nice. If not I don't think that I can remain a customer of 
your services. It may cost me money to rearrange my mortgage, but my 
believes matter to me more than money. I am sorry that your bank 
should have chosen to support a less controversial cause. Why did you 
choose to support this cause?. Surely it would have been more 
sensible to have chosen something like the "Sick Kids Hospital Appeal" 
that has the support of everyone, instead of BASC that is no doubt the 
pet cause of one of your bosses. 

I will also suggest that my fellow saboteurs and Green activist do 
likewise. They include societies at the Universities of Edinburgh and 
Stirling. I am wondering how many students will be deterred from 
banking with you? 

Yours faithfully, 

PH - Edinburgh Sab. 


This was a letter that was sent to Wild Times, which was forwarded 
onto the Bank of Scotland by the above mentioned Sab. 


If any readers has any other information regarding companies which 
pertain to supporting bloodsports in any form we would be happy to 
receive the information. 



IKe stood upon the hill side 
We saw you running by 
We watched the hounds and riders 
And Heard the Bugles' cry 
We all ran down to help you 
We felt your hopeless fear 
The horses were much faster 
But help was getting near 
The dogs were so excited 
The huntsmen rode like hell 
As all closed in around you 
We gave a mighty yell 
We had to get the dogs away 
We tried to hide your scent 
You ran into the woodlands 
Then down the earth you went 
Oh please stay there were you are safe 
And we will guard your home 
While the anti-hunt is on your side 
You'll never be alone 

Written by Jean Tyler 
December 1990 











HUNT SABOTEUR CHARGED BY POLICE FOR PLAYING MUSICAL INSTRUMENT! 


At 11.30am on Thursday 29th April at Cupar Sherriff Court, a Stirling 
Hunt Saboteur, John Harold was to face charges for committing a breach 
of the peace by blowing a hunting horn in the countryside. 

The incident itself occurred during the recently finished foxhunting 
season, when John with other Scottish Action Against Bloodsports 
members from Stirling attended a meet of the Fife Foxhunt. 

David Pritchard, S.A.A.B. Press Officer says, I find it laughable that 
a person can be charged with a criminal offence by the Police for 
blowing a hunting horn in the countryside, whilst at the same time and 
location another man in a red coat is sitting on a horse doing the 
same thing is not. 

The complaint was levelled against John Harold after a successful 
day's "sabbing" against the Fife Hunt when no foxes were killed due to 
the of hunt saboteurs. 

David Pritchard again, "I feel this is a terrible waste of the Police 
and Law Courts time and resources, as less than a year ago John was 
completely acquitted at Cupar Sherriff Court on very similar charges, 
when after hearing one prosecution witness the Sheriff ruled that 
their was no case to answer." 

S.A.A.B. are publicsing this case as we feel this is a campaign by 
some pretty desperate people who wish to curtail our members civil 
liberties, and are using the Police in an attempt to muzzle John 
Harold and other hunt saboteurs. 

The case was not heard that day and the trial was re-scheduled for 
July 26th at the same court. 


WHO PAYS FOR THE KILL? 

The Scottish Office, Agriculture and Fisheries Department is currently 
awarding grants of public money to "fox destruction clubs". These 
clubs operate under the pretext of controlling the fox population. 
One of the recipients of these grants is the Lochaber and Sunart 
Foxhounds. This D.C. uses foxhounds which are bred for stamina not 
speed, the intention being to wear down a victim over a period of 
time, thereby providing a prolonged chase for the benefit of 
spectators. This is therefore a sport like regular foxhunting yet the 
Lochaber and Sunart receives half its annual income through tax payers 
money. 

Given the natural resilience of the fox population this money is being 
squandered. 

Picture this...every time you went out of your front door, you entered 
a world inhabited by gangs scouring the streets who will shoot you on 
sight. Where lethal traps hang concealed on every lamp-post waiting 
to squeeze the life out of you. Where even in your own home, people 
are liable to suddenly drive a J.C.B. through the walls and release 
animals, they've trained to kill, to chase you through the devistated 
remains of your house. Picture that and you have entered the world of 
the wild fox. * 

It seems as though no method of killing is too cruel, no level of 
slaughter to great, when it comes to certain people's disturbing 
obsession with annihialating foxes. 
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Why is this so? Apparently it is done in order to protect livestock 
or game, yet people who make such claims display a remarkable level of 
ignorance concerning the nature of the animal they love to hate and 
are apparently, sadly unaware of the futility of their efforts. This 
state of affairs would be bad enough if the peolpe involed were only 
deluding themselves, but it becomes a disgraceful scandal when they 
also delude government departments and persuade them to fund this 
pointless slaughter with tax payers' moneys. 

Their assumption is this; foxes are an agricultural pest, therefore 
we will kill foxes with guns, dogs, snares and by digging them out of 
their "earths". First of all, people who make these sort of 
assumptions generally exaggerate the fox's capacity to cause such 
damage but more importantly such reasoning makes as much sense as 
saying "people drown at sea, so we'll drain the sea with buckets, 
pumps and teaspoons." The sea is there, it cannot be drained, the fox 
population is there and it's nature is such that guns, dogs, snares 
and even poison cannot make the slightest bit of difference to it. 

The size of the fox population is determined by territory size and 
food availability. Each territory will be controlled by a dog fox 
with one or more vixens. The dog will mark its territory and repel 
any intruding fox. What makes the wholesale slaughter of foxes so 
pointless is that the vixen has a remarkable ability to produce larger 
litters in areas of heavy persecution. This means that if the 
resident dog fox is killed another male will soon arrive to take over 
the vacant territory and if a wandering fox is killed it will have no 
effect on the resident population. This inertia inherent in the fox 
population is why we still have an abundance of foxes in our 
countryside despite centuries of persecution. 

It is particularly saddening therefore, that the Scottish Office 
continues to ignore the latest research on the fox ecology and 
persists in spending our money on "fox destruction clubs". These 
clubs usually consist of gangs of men hell bent on destroying the 
foxes and are therefore either ignorant of the facts I have outlined 
or continue with their activities because they enjoy it i.e. it is 
their sport, and we pay for it. 

(Or maybe they enjoy the perversity of their acts of killing. - ) 

Watch future editions of "Wild Times" to find out how you can end the 
funding of the obscenity called Fox Hunting. 
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SNARES ! ANOTHER KILLER IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. 

Snares are among the most cruel and indiscriminate killers of wild and 
domestic animals. They have traditionaly been used as a method of 
"pest control" but the suffering that they inflict at random, on a 
wide variety of animals, is tolerated on a scale which in any other 
circumstances would demand immediate legal action. 

A snare is simply a wire noose, one end of which is secured to a stake 
or similar form of anchor. It is usually set by gamekeepers or 

poachers to catch foxes or rabbits, however it's victim is quite often 
not the target species. Badgers, deer, hedgehogs, partridge as well as 
domestic cats and dogs have all been found in snares. Snares are 

indiscriminate and any animal that moves through it's noose is ensured 
a slow and painful death. 

There are some laws on the use of snares, eg; it is illegal to 

purposely catch birds, deer or badgers using snares. Also it is 

illegal to use the self-locking snare, instead the free running 
variety must be used (1981 WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT) and they must 
be checked once every 24 hours, however, judging by injuries inflicted 
on the animals even this minimal requirement is being ignored. Snares 
can be found where game birds are raised to be shot,around golf 
courses, around urban outskirts and are still widely used in the rural 
and farming community. In fact anywhere there is a rabbit or fox 
population. 

So next time you visit the countryside, keep an eye on the fences and 
hedgerows, as you might just come across one of these offensive traps 
(You know what to do if you do!) So take extra care of vour pets when 
walking in the country. 
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6a COUNTERING THE ANGLERS* ARGUMENTS : FISH AND PAIN 

Introduction 

This INFORMATION SHEET is one of a set of three designed to enable the 
anti-angler to effectively counter common arguments put forward by anglers to 
support their 'sport'. 

It is based upon the Campaign’s experience of debating the cruelty of angling in 
radio and TV interviews and in the letters pages of newspapers. 


1 . Coarse anglers return their catch to the water unharmed 

Coarse anglers pride themselves on the 'fact' that unlike sea and game 
anglers, they return their victims ostensibly unharmed. They delude 
themselves! Coarse fishing is probably the cruellest branch of the 'sport', 
since in the others, the fish are 'despatched' almost immediately on leaving 
the water. If a coarse fish survives its period out of water, it is 
returned to suffer the consequences of its mauling in captivity. 

It is a little known fact that fish are very prone to stress upon a change 
in oxygen concentration, temperature, sudden noise, vibration and light 
intensity. Dr Phil McWilliams, a fish biologist and member of the National 
Association of Specialist Anglers (NASA) has admitted that 'avoiding 
subjecting fish to some degree of stress when fishing is impossible’! 

Let us examine the cruelty involved in hooking, playing and landing a fish. 

A fish is deceived into impaling itself on a (usually) barbed hook - 
resulting in tissue damage and in medical terms, the infliction of an 
injury. The angler may then 'play' the fish (particularly if a low breaking 
strain line is used) in order to tire it and allow it to be landed. 

On leaving the water, a fish is unable to extract oxygen from the air and is 
subject to extreme stress. To a fish, the fingers of an angler feel like 
red-hot pokers. During the handling process, a protective mucus covering 
which provides the creature's waterproofing and protects it from fungal and 
bacterial infections is damaged. 
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If a fish has 'swallowed the hook' the hook's retrieval is very difficult, 
the suffering is prolonged and it is likely to result in damage to the 
fish's gut and subsequently death. 

If the fish survives the ordeal of being caught, it is then either returned 
to the water, where it must devote its energy towards recovery, or is put 
into a keep-net. Keep-nets are an essential feature of match angling but if 
the 'pleasure angler' uses one it is purely for the self-satisfaction of 
gloating over the catch at the end of the session. Keep—nets are 
stress-inducing and this is aggravated by their size, type and the number of 
captured fish. Within the net, metabolic waste products build up and 
physical damage may occur to the imprisoned fish. Disease thrives in such 
an environment. 

A 'liberated' fish has undergone a traumatic and disabling experience with 
perhaps fatal consequences. 

Fish are only out of the water for a short period of time 

The moment a fish leaves the water it enters an alien environment in which 
it is ill-equipped to cope. The gills collapse and breathing is virtually 
impossible. So, during the period the fish is on the bank it must live 
without oxygen. For a while some oxygen will be circulating in the 
bloodstream but this is soon exhausted. Bleeding may then occur from the 
gills. Combined with the trauma of capture and handling, considerable 
stress is inflicted. 

Obviously, the longer out of the water, the greater will be the creature's 
suffering. Fish that 'swallow the hook' will remain out of water longer than 
those that are 'cleanly hooked'. The same applies to fish that the angler 
wishes to photograph. Match angling requires keep-nets full of fish to be 
removed from the water for the often lengthy 'weighing-in' period. 

Following return to the water, a fish may remain motionless for long periods 
in order to achieve an oxygen balance and so function normally again. While 
resting, it is at risk to attack by predators. 

It cannot be proved that fish feel pain 

Maybe not, but we know that there are close similarities between 'higher' 
and 'lower' vertebrates in their biological make-up and the way their 
nervous systems and sense organs function. It is possible to recognise 
behaviour patterns in animals similar to those found in human subjects known 
to be suffering pain. They both react similarly when a strong stimulus such 
as sharp pressure is applied - they will recoil, shudder, sometimes squeal 
and try to escape. 

Additionally, pain teaches vertebrates to avoid what is physically harmful 
to them and is therefore an essential sense for survival. 

The problem of course, is that pain can only be. verified in human subjects 
since only they are capable of reporting in words the sensations 






experienced. However, society at large does not accept that the reactions 
and squeals of warm-blooded animals are purely mechanical. Based on our 
knowledge of fish biology there is no logical reason why this widely-held 
belief should not be extended to include fish. 

4. Because it has been known for fish to be caught twice in one day, fishing 

cannot be an unpleasant experience for the fish 

This statement falsely assumes that a relationship exists between frequency 
of capture and the capacity of fish to suffer. In fact, scientific 
observation 2 indicates that fish learn to avoid capture presumably as a 
consequence of associating being hooked, landed and released with 
unpleasantness and that subsequently they will tend to avoid an immediate 
repetition of the experience. Indeed, many anglers will admit that it 
requires unusual skill to entice a fish which has been repeatedly caught to 
take a baited hook. 

As with our own species, some individuals are slower to learn than others! 

5. A hook cannot cause pain because fish eat shell-fish and other 'spiky* 

objects. The mouths of fish are designed to be lacerated. 

This is undoubtedly one of the anglers' strongest arguments although its 
substance is far from concrete. 

Pike eat perch which have razor-sharp gill covers and a dangerously-spiked 
dorsal fin. Cod crush hard-backed crabs and chub crush crayfish in their 
throats. Lacerations necessarily occur and it is true to say that in a cold 
water environment injuries tend to heal quickly. How then, can this be 
reconciled with the fact that many areas in the lips and mouths of fish are 
well-endowed with sensory organs and free nerve endings? 

Animals tend to avoid anything which gives them the sensation of pain. 
Therefore, it cannot be harmful for a pike to eat a perch. The existence of 
nerve fibres in the mouth of a fish; particularly the lips, is of great 
biological importance but it is not proof that pain is or is not perceived. 
Hence, a pike probably experiences the sensation of a perch in its mouth but 
this does not equate to pain of the type to cause discomfort. 

However, it is unreasonable for an angler to consequently assume that a hook 
does not produce a degree of pain. A hook inflicts a deep injury; often 
completely penetrating a lip. The wound is aggravated by the often- 
prolonged tension of the fishing line. Additionally, the hook may be 
'swallowed' and become caught on an internal organ or, the fish may be 
'foulhooked' in another part of its body. It has been known for the eye of 
a fish to be pierced from the inside. 

Finally, not all fish consume 'spiky' objects. It may be that some species 
have evolved so that they are better able to cope with such food types. For 
example, the roof of a pike's mouth is hard and bony and the chub has 
exceptionally sharp 'teeth' in its throat. 
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8• If fish felt pain they would swim towards the angler when hooked rather than 

resist and stuggle to get free. 

Any fish will fight vigorously when hooked. Such behaviour is both 
instinctive and natural. It is a typical characteristic of their primitive 
position in the vertebrate evolutionary scale and their inherent will to 
survive. Frenzied struggle is the result of fear of the unknown or, if 
previously caught, fear of being dragged into an alien environment and 
another unpleasant experience. Fish are capable of only limited 
rationalisation such as gradually learning to avoid a baited hook. 

Some anglers draw an analogy with a bull being led by the nose, arguing that 
the animal follows in order to reduce the pain. However, it is reasonable 
to assume that the creature's ability to rationalise surpasses that of the 
fish! The behaviour of the bull is based upon fear of the consequences of 
non-compliance which manifests itself in the form of obedience. Like pain, 
fear is a natural and useful phenomenon which promotes survival and self- 
preservation. 

7• Fish cannot feel pain because they are cold-blooded. 

This unfounded assumption is held by a great many anglers; although if 
challenged the user of such a statement would be hard-pushed to justify it 
in scientific terms. Its use, therefore, shows considerable ignorance of 
fish biology. 

The Medway Report stressed that all vertebrate animals, whether 'warm' or 
'cold' blooded should be regarded as equally capable of suffering to some 
degree or another. 

8• Fish do not feel pain in the same way that humans do. 

An angler using this argument has conceded that fish feel pain! However the 
angler seeks to persuade us that it is of an inferior type to that 
experienced by humans. 

Quite simply, there is no way of knowing and besides, the degree or type of 
pain inflicted by anglers upon fish is irrelevant since any abuse of a 
sentient being is morally unacceptable. 


Notes 

1. "Caution - Handle with Care!”, Coarse Angler, 1986. 

2. Beukema, J J 1969. Angling Experiments with Carp. Reported in "Better 
Angling with Simple Science", Mary M Pratt, Whitefriars Press, 1975. 
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FISHING 

BLOODSPORT 

TACTICS FOR SABBING ANGLING 

These tactics are primarily for coarse fishing, though many of them would 
work equally well for sea or game fishing. 

MATCH ANGLING 

Haw to iinfl out about matches 

1) In the angling press, especially Angler's Mail and Angling Times. 

2) Fishing tackle shops may have posters/noticeboards and lists of local 
club fixtures, usually given out on request. 

3) Some local newspapers and radio stations have angling features. 

Mhat happens at a., match 

The section of bankside to be fished is divided into 'pegs', at least 15 
yards apart. Some waters have permanent pegs. Others are marked out and 
numbered the night before or the morning of the match. The anglers arrive 
1-2 hours before the match to draw for peg numbers then go to their 
allocated peg to set up. The match is started and ended by a signal, 
usually a whistle. The anglers fish for 3-5 hours to catch the highest 
weight of fish which are retained in a keepnet. At the end .of the match 
the fish are weighed then released. The winner receives a prize - money 
and possibly a trophy. 

SABBING METHODS 

Before the, match 

1) Ring up the organiser (see above for how to get the phone number) and 
book a peg. You could ask for directions to the venue or, to sound more 
convincing, ask about bait bans (eg bloodworm,joker,wasp grub). 

2) Removing or changing around the peg numbers on the morning or the night 
before the match will cause confusion and maybe confrontation amongst the 
anglers. 

3) Wire up access gates to the water. 

4) Talk to local anglers on the same water or in tackle shops to find out 
the best day, weather conditions and stretch of water to fish from so you 
will know when and where to concentrate your sabbing. 

During the match 

1) Blow a whistle 10-15 minutes before the start of the match is due to 
begin. Some anglers may start fishing and be disqualified. Blow a whistle 
again near the end of the match. Some anglers may pack up early. 

2) Row up and down the river in a canoe or boat to prevent the anglers 
from casting or make them reel in. Go near to the line / float and disturb 
the surface of the water with the paddle to scare fish away. 

3) Swimming, wading or splashing your feet in the water (wetsuits, waders, 
wellies advisable depending on weather conditions!) to stop anglers 
casting and to scare away the fish. If you can, remove line from water, 
but be very careful not to break it or damage any other tackle. 

4) Making noise in the water by submerging metal objects (eg dustbin lid 
and spanner) and banging them together will scare away fish. Equally, make 
noise above the water with whistles, shouting, airhorns, hunting horns, 
etc. This has the added bonus of annoying the angler and detracting from 
the enjoyment of the "sport". 

5) Talking to anglers may disturb their concentration. Get factsheets from 
CAA to be able to argue against them. (Not difficult!) 

6) Standing behind anglers may make casting more difficult and your shadow 
on the water will scare away the fish, especially when the water is clear 
and still. 
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7) Use poles (eg long bamboo canes) to disturb the float and/or line. Try 
to lift the float and/or line out of the water but again be careful not to 
break the line or damage the float. 

8) Throw twigs at the float or line so that the angler does not know when 
to 'strike' (ie pull back on the rod) and the fish may take the bait but 
not be caught on the hook. Avoid throwing large objects as these could 
damage the fish. Avoid throwing small heavy objects (eg gravel) as the 
fish may confuse this for food and be attracted to the area. 

9) Empty keepnets. Ideally with 2 people who are in the water. Some 
keepnets have removable bottoms held on with clips. Others have only one 
way in or out - at the top. Ensure that the fish will exit the net 
downstream. Keep the net submerged at all times and do not touch the fish. 
Move the keepnet in such a way as to encourage the fish to swim out 
without touching the mesh. If in doubt, do not attempt it, as keepnets can 
do a great deal of damage to fish. 

ALSO) Clean up any litter and discarded fishing tackle. If left, this 
could injure or kill fish, birds and animals. We are the conservationists 
not the anglers who leave all this mess behind them. 

ALSO) Take a camera with you to get pictures of dead fish, poor handling 
of fish, tackle victims, discarded tackle in the river, trees, etc, poor 
emptying of keepnets. Send any photos to CAA . They could be good evidence 
to be used in a campaign to get a local ban or restriction. 

SPECIMEN ANGLING. Tactics as above 

PLEASURE ANGLING . 

Pleasure anglers are easier to sab as they are more likely to pack up, as 
they are out for relaxation, peace and quiet. Use the tactics shown above 
plus:- 

1) Erect "No Fishing - Contaminated Water" signs or similar. Make them 
look as professional as possible. 

OTHER POSSIBLE TACTTCS 

These tactics have not been used as much as those above and are therefore 
in the trial stage. We would appreciate comments on their effectiveness. 

1) Stretching a rope over the river then a person on either bank moving it 
along the surface to create a wake to disturb the float / line. Moving it 
up and down to hit the water and scare away the fish. 

2) Putting a groundsheet (or waterproof sheet) with a string or rope on 
each corner onto the water surface with a person on either bank holding 
the ropes. The groundsheet is moved about to prevent the anglers casting 
where they want. The sight of the sheet above them scares the fish away 

3) Water is is scooped up in a bucket then thrown at the float or line to 
disturb the water and scare away the fish. 

WARNINGI I 

PQ NOT take dogs/pets to the bankside. They are in danger from hooks, line 
and discarded tackle. 

P Q NOT pre-feed. Putting food in the water attracts the fish. Furthermore, 
any food not eaten would rot and pollute the water. 

DO—NOT throw tackle in the water. It is a danger to fish, birds and 
animals. Maggots will drown in the water. 

DQ NOT break fishing line for the same reasons. 

We would appreciate any other ideas you have on sabbing coarse, game or 
sea fishing. For any more information on angling, please contact us. 

Address: P.0. BOX 130 Telephone: 0272-441175. 

SEVENOAKS 
KENT 
TNI4 5NR 
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BALACLAVA SQUAD 
HOUNDED US SAY 
HUNT SABOTEURS 


SELF-confessed hunt 
saboteurs have 
accused a huntmas- 
ter of hiring a para¬ 
military group to 
sabotage their own 
activities. 

But Mr Mcivyn Quarm, 
master of the Eglinton Fox¬ 
hounds, dismissed the daim 
saying: “There is not a shred 
of truth in it." 

And the man they accused 
of leading the Balaclava clad 
group of former soldiers, said 
hunt saboteur Tom Bcggan 
was talking nonsense. 

This week, Tom Bcggan of 
Dalrymple, said that he and 
his 19 colleagues were intimi¬ 
dated by a group of four 
‘heavies' who followed them 
over Mr Quarm's ground at 
the Annick Estate near 
Irvine, in Mr Quarm's own 
Land Rover. 

He said: “We were there as 
usual using non-violent tac¬ 
tics to draw off the hounds, 
but we were followed by the 
four men wherever wc went, 
even on public roads. 

“They were trying to stop 
us making a video tape of the 
hunt, and at one stage, a 
member of the hunt actually 
grabbed me from the back. 

“This is a new and worrying 
tactic, as the four men told us 
they were agents for the land 
owner." 

Mr Mcivyn Quarm of 
Annick Lodge said: “I have 
no idea what Mr Bcggan is 
talking about. 

“The hunt saboteurs were 
on the scene as usual and 
fortunately there was no 
damage this time. 

“Tom Beggan and Derek 
McCulloch had a hunting 
horn and were attempting to 
draw the bounds onto the 
busy Lochlibo Road. They 
did this last year resulting in 
the death of a hound and 
damage to a private car. 

“I pointed it out to the 
police who warned them 
about their behaviour and 
they stopped what they were 
doing.” 

Irvine police confirmed 
this was the only incident 



had stopped to talk to some 
people not connected with 
the hunt who were on Mr 
Quarm's land. 

He said: “Given the condi¬ 
tions last Saturday, wc felt it 
was only fair to warn people 
who shouldn't have been 
there in the first place that 
they could be in danger from 
galloping horses. 


"Wc were there for no 
other reason other than our 
own pleasure, and anyone 
who says anything to the con¬ 
trary is talking nonsense." 

Tom Bcggan said: “The 
offending men were follow¬ 
ing us around but no amount 
of threats, intimidation or 
violence will-deter us from 
our actions.” 


Action man lain. 

reported to them, by cither 
hunt supporters or saboteurs. 

The man accused of head¬ 
ing the para-miltary group is 
ex-military policeman lain 
Ballantinc of High Street, 
Irvine, who admitted he and 
three friend had been on the 
Annick Estate last Saturday. 

Action man Iain is well 
known around the New Town 
for his outdoor activities. 

He said: “Yes, wc were 
there last weekend, but it was 
nothing to do with the hunt. 

"Wc were on map reading 
and vehicle orienteering 
exercises which wc have done 
before and will do again. 

“The Land Rover wc had 
was Mr Quarm’s, but wc have 
borrowed it in the past when 
the weather has been as wet 
as it was last week.” 

Mr Ballantinc admitted he ' 
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Letter to 


Hunt taken to task 


Sir, — On Wednesday, March 
3, there was a joint meeting of 
the Buccieuch and Jedforest Fox¬ 
hounds at Milsington. 

During the course of that day, 
locked gates were forcibly 
opened for horses and vehicles to 
giin-!acSess over our land. Two 
gates"were left badly damaged, 
and the incident was reported to 
the police. 

When a senior member of the 
Buccieuch Hunt was finally con¬ 
tacted regarding this matter, he 
attempted to suggest that the rid¬ 
ers may have been from the visit¬ 
ing hunt and that the damage to 
our gates might have been in¬ 
flicted by the hunt saboteurs. 


a 


Foxhunting ‘abuse’ 

s,TpSr rely ror 

ters on foxhunting, the bot- r , 
tom line is that foxes, just Saboteurs may be arro- 
like adults, children, dogs P» nt impostors and killjoys, 
and cats, are sentient erdi- but they are also right, 
tures with interests. . As for nshm S and shoo ‘- 

No-one is free to abuse m8 ’ thesc 100 w,l ‘ ** banncd 
their child or beat their dog. a?™'!™ '"the future. Peo- 
and in the same way no-one Wl , 10 assist Ny|,d 

should be free to hunt foxes ammals - rather than Pre¬ 
fer sport. cuting them. 

Any control of foxes KF.ITH THOMSON 

should itself be controlled, %Spottiswnode Street 

and should not he allowed to Edinburgh 


shown, nor even a suggestion of 
an apology. Therefore it was felt 
necessary to ask the police to in¬ 
spect the damage to verify our 

claim 

A letter of complaint was sent 
(reco r d e d r delivery) hr the'.'hunt 
secretary, requesting that they 
sen*' their rep re sen ta tive • to 
Borthwickbrae. Ten day s - later , 
we still have not even been af¬ 
forded the courtesy of an 
acknowledgement 

Such arrogance and indiffer¬ 
ence personifies precisely the ba¬ 
sis of our complaint. This atti¬ 
tude is also reflected by some 
members and followers of the 
Buccieuch Hunt on our 
highways. 

At times their is again com¬ 
plete disregard for the local in¬ 
habitant who has the misfortune 
to use the roads when the hum is 
in this area. 

I ’find this behaviour quite in¬ 
defensible and feel it does little 
to promote the case foi 
foxhunting. 

P. M. CAW (Mrs) 
Borthwickbrae, 

By Hawick. 
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